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Easy jo in ing pattern
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Joining is only going from where you end one letter to where you start the next keeping your pen on the paper. Try it.

Fami l ies of jo ins

a<c·dÿ©h<i<k<l<m<n<õ‹u

r>o®v‡w _‹õª

c·\a<d<o+q s=µ[ s=µs

\{j gyj b©p bp

xz

These join
from the base.

These join
from the top.

All these joins go over the top and back.

These join from
the crossbar.

These can join or not join.

These usually do not join.
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i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l
i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l

i<l

i<l i<l i<l i<l
i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l i<l

i<l

i<l

i<l

i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t
i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t

i<l<t

i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t
i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t

i<<l<t

i<l<t

i<l<t

Try the simplest join first. All letters start at the top except ee and dd. Join the letters first then go back and dot the ii.
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l<h l<h l<h l<h
l<h t<h l<h t<h l<h t<h l<h t<h

h<i<t h<i<l<l h<i<l<t h<i<t h<i<l<l 

h<i<t

l<h

Join the whole word then go back and dot the is and cross the ts.
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i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t i<l<t
i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t i<<l<t

i<t i<l<l l<i<t t<i<l<l i<t i<l<l l<i<t t<i<l<l

i<t i<l<l l<i<t t<i<l<l 

i<l<t

Join the whole word then go back and dot the is and cross the ts.
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u<i i<u u<i i<u
u<i i<u u<i i<u u<i i<u u<i i<u u<i i<u

i<n n<u<t m<i<n<i  i<n n<u<t m<i<n<i

in

t<h<i<n n<u<t h<u<m u<n<i<t m<i<n<t

õ@@@ã@h<i<n n<u<t h<u<m u<n<i<t m<i<n<t

u<i

Join the whole word then go back and dot the is and cross the ts.
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n<i i<n n<i i<n
n<i i<<n n<i i<<n n<i i<<n n<i i<<n n<i i<<n

õ‹i<n n<i<l

m<i i<m m<i i<m
m<i i<m m<i i<m m<i i<m m<i i<m 

h<i<m m<i<n<i

n<i

m<i

All letters must be properly formed before you join them.



10

c·i c·l c·i c·l c·i
c·i c·l c·i c·l c·i c·l c·i c·l c·i c·l c·i

c·i c·l

e©i eœ©l e©i eœ©l
e©i eœ©l

e©i e©l

c·i

e©i

Look how the eœ s loop together.
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lÿ hÿ lÿ hÿ 
lÿ hÿ lÿ hÿ lÿ hÿ lÿ hÿ lÿ hÿ

lÿ©t t<hÿ tæ©l<l lÿ©t t<hÿ tæ©l<l lÿ©t t<hÿ

lÿ©t

c·h<i<l<l t<hÿ©m lÿõ‹<õªÿ©r e©i<t<hÿ©r c·i<t<y 

c·h<i<l<l  

lÿ

Look how the l joins half way up the letter e and loops.

Look how the l joins half way up the letter e. Just make a loop.
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k<i k<n k<i k<n
k<i k<n k<i k<n k<i k<n k<i k<n k<i 

k<i<t k<i<l<l k<n<i<t k<i<t k<i<l<l k<n<i<t 

k<i<t 

a<n<k<lÿ a<l<lÿ©y c·h<u<n<k d<i<n<nÿ©r 

a<n<k<lÿ a<l<lÿ©y chu<n<k d<i<nnÿr

k<i

12

a<i a<l a<i a<l
a<l<l a<t a<m a<i<m a<tæ a<l<l a<m

d<i d<u d<i d<u
d<i<n d<u<l<l d<i<m d<i<n d<u<l<l d<i<m

d<i

a<i
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o®@@n oß@h o®@@n oß@h
o®@@n oß@h o®@@n oß@h o®@@n oß@h o®@@n oß@h 

o®@@n oß@h o®@@@@r o®@@m o®@i<l o®@@nÿ o®@u<t

o®@@n oß@h o®@@@@r o®@@m o®@i<l o®@@nÿ o®@u<t

o®@@n

o®@@n

o®@@n

14

o+o o+o o+o o+o
o+o o+o o+o o+o o+o o+o o+o o+o 

o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i
o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i o®@i

o+o

o®@i

Top joins are very simple and they save a lot of time.
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r¬@i r>o r¬@i r>o r¬@i
r¬@i r>o r¬@i r>o r¬@i r>o r¬@i r>o r¬@i r>o

r¬@i 

r¬@i<m r>oÕt i<r>o®@@n r¬@i<m r>oÕt i<r>o®@@n

r¬@i<m 

o+oß@h r>o®@w v>o®@w r>o+o®@@m w>o+oßl

o+oß@h

r¬@i

Top joins let you zoom along the top of some words.
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v‡i v>o v‡i v>o 
v‡i v>o v‡i v>o v‡i v>o v‡i v>o v‡i

v‡i 

w‡iw>ow‡iw>o
w‡i w>o w‡i w>o w‡i w>o w‡i w>o

w‡i 

v‡i

w‡i

The top joins have to dip before some letters.
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i<f

Crossbar joins often occur automatically at speed. Try them.

18

_®@@@@i _®@@@@u _@›o _®@@@@i _®@@@@u
_®@@@@i _®@@@@u _@›o _®@@@@i _®@@@@u _@›o _®@@@@i _®@@@@u _@›o _®@@@@i _®@@@@u

õ‹i õ›o õ›a õ‹i õ›o
õ‹i õ›o õ›a õ‹i õ›o õ›a õ‹i õ›o õ›a õ‹i õ›o

_®@@@@i

õ‹i

You can use a crossbar join from the letter tt if you want.

i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f
i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f o†_@@@@@@@@ª i<f  

_®@@@@i<t õã@@hÿ _@›o®@@@@r õ›o+oßl _®@@@@u<n õ‹i<n _®@@@@i<t 

_®@@@@i<t õã@@hÿ _@›o®@@@@r õ›o+oßl _®@@@@u<n õ‹i<n _®@@@@i<t  
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i<d e©d a<d u<d
i<d e©d a<d u<d i<d e©d a<d u<d

i<d

i<g a<g e©g u<g
i<g a<g e©g u<g i<g a<g e©g u<g

i<g

i<d

i<g

They work better with narrow writing than with rounder writing.
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i<c a<c e©c u<c
i<c a<c e©c u<c i<c a<c e©c u<c i<c a<c

i<c 

l<a n<a m<a h<a 
l<a n<a m<a h<a l<a n<a m<a h<a

l<a 

i<c

l<a

Joins to round letters go over the top and back.
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|u qu |u qu
|u |u |u |u |u |u |u |u 

|u 

|u<i<t |u<i<l<l |u<oÕte qu<i<t qu<i<l<l

|u<i<t |u<i<l<l |u<oÕte qu<i<t qu<i<l<l

|u<i<t 

|u

q and u always come together. You can join them or not. Try it.
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l<o t<o n<o m<o
l<o t<o n<o m<o l<o t<o n<o m<o

l<o

l<oÕt t<o®@@@p l<o®@v}e n<oÕt t<o®@w‡n l<oÕt 

l<oÕt t<o®@@@p l<o®@v}e n<oÕt t<o®@w‡n l<oÕt 

l<o
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b©u<b©b©lÿ b©u<bblÿ h<a<p©p©y h<a<ppy 

p©u<p©p©y p©u<ppy b©a<b©b©lÿ b©a<bb©lÿ

What did this all feel like in your own handwriting?
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b©i bi b©u bu
b©i<n b©u<n b©a<t b©i<n b©u<n b©a<t 

b©i<n

p©i pi p©u pu
p©a<t pi<n p©u<t poÕt p¿©n p©a<t

p©a<t

b©i

p©i

You can try bi and pi joined and unjoined. Which do you like best?

When b and p are doubled they sometimes look even more muddled.

Maybe it would be good for your hand to have a rest and lift the pen.
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]i

26

\i \l \i \l \i 
\o ø©t a<ø \i<v}e \u<n ø©t

{i Å {a {@o
{@o®@u Å©t {a<m Å©l<l {@oßl<k

\i

{i

Looped descenders work well at the beginning of words.

]i ]o ]u ]i ]o ]u
]i<g ]oßb ]a<b ]u<g ]o®@y ]i<g Ø©t

t<o®@y t<o®@{@    lÿ©g lÿ©\    ]u<g  ]u<\ 

e©\g  \i<\\lÿ  \i<g\lÿ
When you write gg it can look muddled.

Do not loop the final letter.
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Lo®@@n<d<o®@@n Mo®@@n<d<a<y Ap©r¬@i<l Ji<m

Pa<r¬@i<@@@µ[ Th<u<r>[©d<a<y Ma<r>c·h Ja<nÿ

izo
ixo
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s©o i<@@@µ[ s©o i<@@@µ[
s©o i<@@@µ[ s©o i<@@@µ[ s©o i<@@@µ[ s©o i<@@@µ[ s©o i<@@@µ[

h<i<@@@µ[ s©i<@@@µ[©tæ©r s©o®@@n<\@@@µ[ s©i<t<@@@µ[ s©h<i<Ñ@@t<@@@µ[

p©a<@@@µ[=@@µ[@@@¿=@@µ[ c·l<a<@@@µ[=@@µ[@@@¿=@@µ[ p©a<@@@µ[[¿©@µ[ c·l<a<@@@µ[[¿©@µ[

s=@@µ[

s has two forms. The whole s is often used at the begining of a word. 
It can join or not. ss in the middle of words can be unjoined. Try it.

Do not join to or from z and x. It makes an ugly join.
Try it.

Do not join from capital letters.

[ [    [ [
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s©i<n<g r¬@i<n<g w‡i<n<g 

_®@@@@i<n<ø©r s©i<n<g

h<a<n<g s©a<n<g r>a<n<g

a<n<ø©r h<a<n<g

i<n<g

a<n<g
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s@@@¿©n<t w}e©n<t e©n<te©r

lÿ©n<t s@@@¿©n<t 

lÿ©n<d te©n<d dÿ©p¿©n<d

t<r}e©n<d lÿ©n<d 

e©n<t

e©n<d

The follwing pages let you practise common letter sequences.
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_®@@@@i<r}e  e©n<õ‹i<r}e  h<i<r}e§µ[ 

a<d<m<i<r}e _®@@@@i<r}e

m<o®@@@@r}e s©h<o®@@@@r}e§µ[ b¿©_@›o®@@@@r}e

_@›o®@@@@r}e§µ[©t m<o®@@@@r}e

i<r}e

o®@@@@r}e

s@@@¿©n<t  s©l<i<cœ©d  p©r¬@i<cœ©@@µ[

c·h<o®@i<cœ s@@@¿©n<t 

_@›a<cœ  r>a<cœ  \r>a<cœ

p©l<a<cœ©@@µ[  _@›a<cœ

i<cœ

a<cœ
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l<i<cœ©n<cœ p©r}e§µ[©e©n<cœ 

s@@@¿©n<te©n<cœ l<i<cœ©n<cœ

dÿ©n<@@@µ[¿  n<o®@@n<@@@µ[©e©n<@@@µ[¿

i<m<mÿ©n<@@@µ[¿ dÿ©n<@@@µ[¿ 

e©n<cœ

e©n<@@@µ[¿

Join when it is comfortable for you.

c·h<a<@@@µ[¿ p©h<r>a<@@@µ[¿ l<a<@@@µ[¿©r

p©lÿ©a<@@@µ[¿ c·h<a<@@@µ[¿

a<n<k<lÿ s©a<n<k õã@@h<a<n<k<@@@µ[ 

b©a<n<kÿ©r a<n<k<lÿ

a<@@@µ[¿

a<n<k

You need not join every letter all the time.
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l<i<\h<t m<i<\h<t r¬@i<\h<õ›@@@@@[

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<i<\h<t l<i<\h<t 

r>o®@u<\h b©o®@u<\h<t

õ›o®@u<\h r>o®@u<\h 

i<\h<t

o®@u<\h

Joining is meant to help, not to make more problems for you.

p©a<ø c·a<ø e©n<\a<ø

\a<r>a<ø p©a<ø 

Ÿ©d<ø ]u<d<ø b©a<d<ø

_®@@@@r¬@i<d<ø Ÿ©d<ø

a<ø 

d<ø

Take a pen lift in the middle of long words.


